
 
 
Women’s Eights Head of the River Race 

Press Release  
 
WEHoRR – 76th Race sees record field and entries closing early for the first time 

On Saturday 5th March at 12.45pm, the 76th Women’s Head will take place from Mortlake to Putney. Entries this year 

have flooded in, leading to the maximum number of entries with just under 24 hours to go to the deadline. Even after 

entries had closed, there were a considerable number of crews contacting the committee, keen to race. This reflects 

the continued growth of women’s club and university rowing, even in the absence of the GB Olympic squad rowers. If 

this trend continues, the committee will have to explore options to increase the field size further. 

This year sees some amendments to the Pennants, with the merging of the Intermediate catergories and introduction 

of prizes for Medium and Small-sized Clubs, the latter of which is sponsored by Rowperfect UK with the winner 

receiving a Coxmate GPS. These changes have been made in light of the upcoming British Rowing competition 

review, and are aimed at supporting efforts to create more competitive racing throughout the field. In addition to these 

changes, 2016 sees the introduction of Pennants for placing 2nd and 3rd as it was noted that in many years these 

crews do not always receive any recognition despite being the 2nd and 3rd fastest women’s crews in the country! 

With the Rio Olympics looming, the GB Squad composite is notably absent, so the race will be lead off by Imperial 

College, who finished third last year, closely followed by last year’s University Pennant winners, Cambridge University, 

who will be aiming to defend their title. 

The Elite category includes a GB development crew, as a composite between Leander, Tees and Reading. Starting 

51st, at the head of the new entries, they will be hoping to challenge for the overall title. 

After a relatively small entry in 2015, this year’s race sees eleven crews in the Senior Category, with Thames and 

Molesey and Newcastle University starting in the top 10 with their ‘A’ crews. 

BUCS Head results suggest that University of London (starting fourth) will be a strong challenger to Cambridge, with 

Edinburgh (13th) also in contention. 

Last year’s winning Masters crew, from Upper Thames (starting 34th) will see competition from a Thames RC Masters 

A crew (starting 60th), including four members of their crew that took the Head Pennant in 2012, the last time the 

Pennant was won by a non-GB squad crew. Upper Thames will have the advantage of the Masters Handicap, but will 

it be enough? 

In the School/Junior pennant, Headington School, starting tenth, will be wanting to defend their four year winning 

streak. Their recent success seems to suggest that it will be hard for anyone to get close to them, but on the Tideway, 

an upset is always possible. 

Several clubs are represented in the draw for the first time this year: Fulham Reach, Norwich High School, Talkin Tarn 

and Tyne United. The committee hope that these will be the first of many entries for them, and take the opportunity to 

wish them a good race. 

There will once again be a Victory Ceremony held after racing on Putney Embankment outside Thames Rowing Club 

(scheduled start time 5pm). The provisional results will be published online whilst the race is under way. This received 

positive reviews last year, and increased the enjoyment of many spectators. Any times will still be subject to review 

after racing by the Chief Timekeeper and Chief Umpire. 

For the website and past results visit www.wehorr.org 

For more information please contact press officer: Sarah Harbour at press@wehorr.org 

Official Race photographer for 2016 Jet Photographic http://www.jetphotographic.com/  

Official Supplier of WEHoRR Merchandise Rock the Boat http://www.rock-the-boat.co.uk/ 
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Detail WEHoRR 2016

Elite  

1 Imperial College A 

2 Cambridge University Women’s BC 

51 Leander Club, Reading RC, Tees RC 
Bow: Lucinda Gooderham 
2: Katherine Douglas 
3: Bethany Bryan 
4: Josephine Wratten 
5: Sam Courty 
6: Fiona Gammond 
7: Emily Carmichael 
Str: Margery Pepper 
Cox: Erin Wysocki-Jones 

52 Glasgow University BC A 

Senior 

3 Molesey BC A 

7 Thames RC A 

12 Nottingham RC A 

Intermediate 

4 University of London BC A 

6 Durham University BC A 

9 Nottingham University BC A 

13 Edinburgh University BC A 

School/Junior 

10 Headington School BC A 

21 CUS Milano Lombardia (ITA) 

25 Henley RC A 

Masters 

34 Upper Thames RC A 

60 Thames RC C 

 

Notable crews not racing 

Oxford University Women’s Boat Club, Barnes Bridge 
LRC, Weybridge Ladies 

Most number of crews 

Clubs: 
Lea RC, Thames RC, Tideway Scullers School: 6 
crews 
Universities: 
Southampton: 5 crews 

Number of entries by classification 

Elite 9 3% 

Elite (excluding overseas) 4 1% 

Senior 11 3% 

Intermediate 167 52% 

Novice all 77 24% 

Novice academic 50 16% 

Novice club 26 8% 

Overseas  9 3% 

Jnr/school 33 10% 

Univ 62 19% 

Univ & academic 112 35% 

Club 69 22% 

Medium Club 42 13% 

Small Club 16 5% 

Provincial Club 56 18% 

Masters 23 7% 

 


